Alaska Statehood: Profiles of Leadership
Student Guide

As you have learned from watching the film, The 49th Star, Alaska became a state only with the involvement of many people over many years, from the early 1900’s-1959.  Some of the people you may already have known; others may be completely new to you.  For this lesson, you will select one person to research.  You will create a biographic profile of this person and will make a presentation to your classmates. You will also learn about other statehood leaders from your classmates.  You will begin to understand how these people were connected and how they influenced, or were influenced by, historical events of the time. Alaska’s history is a rich tapestry with many textures and colors.  The characters involved in statehood were among the most colorful.  Have fun as you learn about your person and his/her role in Alaska statehood. 

Participate in the class discussion about the film, The 49th Star and the people involved in statehood.
Help categorize the individuals and record their names on the Alaska Statehood Leaders Chart.
Select the person that you want to learn more about. 

I want to learn more about ________________________________  Category? __________________

Essential Questions – Develop essential questions to guide your research.  What should you be asking about this person and his/her role in statehood? Refer to the topics listed here as you write your questions.  Check your questions with your teacher and make two copies, one for your teacher and one for you to use while conducting research.
· basic life information – birth, family, education, where person grew up
· occupation/career

· residence in Alaska

· major life influences

· currently living or deceased?

· reasons for interest in Alaska statehood

· role played related to Alaska statehood

· degree of influence regarding Alaska statehood

· relationships with others regarding Alaska statehood

· life after statehood

· legacy 
· monument to person – anything named after this individual?

Conduct Research - Using your essential questions as a guide, start collecting information to learn about your person.   Use the calendar provided by your teacher to plan how to use your time.  Work with your teacher to conduct this research.  Make sure that you document all of your sources. 

Sources -     film – Creating Alaska

         website – http://www.alaska.edu/creatingalaska.org  esp. Who’s Who in the Fight for









     Alaska Statehood

         website – http://www.akhistorycourse.org
         individuals – Contact to interview in person, by phone or e-mail

         books – 

         Bowkett, Gerald E., Reaching for a Star: The Final Campaign for Alaska Statehood.  
         Fairbanks, Alaska:  Epicenter Press, 1989

         Fischer, Victor. Alaska’s Constitutional Convention. Fairbanks, Alaska: University 

         of Alaska Press, 1975.

         Gruening, Ernest.  The Battle for Alaska Statehood.  College, Alaska: The University 

         Alaska Press in cooperation with the Alaska Purchase Centennial Commission, 1967.

McBeath, Gerald A. and Thomas A. Morehouse, eds.  Alaska State Government and     Politics. Fairbanks, Alaska: University of Alaska Press, 1987

Naske, Claus-M. An Interpretative History of Alaskan Statehood. Anchorage, Alaska:
Alaska Northwest Publishing Company, 1973.  (Note: Second publication 1985 by University Press of America under the title, A History of Alaska Statehood.)

Naske, Claus-M. Bob Bartlett of Alaska: A Life in Politics. Fairbanks, Alaska: University

of Alaska Press, 1979.
Presentation – Listed here are options for your profile presentation.  Once you have collected information on your person, determine the best presentation format and get it ok’d with your teacher.

Prepare your presentation.


Options: 
· poster

· report – written

· report – oral

· PowerPoint

· mural

· drama – character role play

· legislative resolution honoring the person

· “radio spot” – audio presentation
· editorial – “written” by your person

· obituary

· video – “The Life and Statehood Times of __________”

· YOUR OWN IDEA_____________________________

Make your presentation.   
Witness the presentations of your classmates. 

Post-presentations
Debrief with your classmates.  

How has learning about these individuals impacted your understanding of how Alaska became a state?  How has learning about your person impacted your thinking about what makes an effective state leader?
How can we Alaskans inspire similar leadership today?

Extension/Enrichment Activities
Use these ideas to enhance your profile or to do an additional profile or  project.

1. Statehood Speeches – The speeches made by pro and anti- statehood advocates are rich in content and in emotion.  Find out if your person made any speeches; if so, locate and read them.  Find out if any are available in audio format and listen to them.  Include excerpts in your profile presentation.

2. Role Play – Create a team with classmates who are developing profiles of individuals related in some way to your person.  Write a dialogue which reveals the individual perspectives on statehood and the roles played by each character.  Be historically accurate.

3. Debate – Align pro and anti-statehood characters into distinct teams.  Develop arguments regarding statehood and conduct a debate following accepted techniques of debating.  Stay true to your character.
